Embedded code trigger first at
University of Leicester spin-out

By Steve Bush
hevebushRalsctroni sneshlvoom

University of Leicester spin out TTE
Systems has released its first prod
uct: an integrated development en-
vircnment |JDE) for time triggerad
embedded code,

"Thereisnocompanyweanes gware
af that has amything that competes
with this to make time triggened ap
plications,” comgary founder and di-
rector Michael Pont toid FW

As opposed to event triggered

code, tasks 1n time triggered soft
ware are executed strictly tothetxck
of a single system clock.

Tioe triggered em bedded code
isdevelopment heary, but resource
Tight,” said Poat, Tt is inherenthy re-
liable as its behawviour is highly pre
dictable”

Tt is ta ense development that the
IDE, called RagidiT Ty, has several <]
ements. There are templates which
supportwriting C code tasks suitahle
for time triggered applications, and
an extractor which automatxcally

calculage the maxanmum duration of
these tasks.

This time data is then gathered
in a form that can be used to make
schaduling decisions, and belp is of
fered to select an eppropriate sched
uling policy.,

Finally, a mn-time executable is
astomatical iy created,

As Junched, the to0) is dedicar
od to ARMp. “Suppors for the ARM
Cortex range is an-gaing,” saxl Pont,

Techmiques behind RapidiT Ty were
developed anthe Unmversity’sembed

ded systems lab over 12 years in a
progranumne aso headed by Pont,

TTE Systems developed the tocl
forwhich it has seven patents,

L2955, cooof spin our funding came
from Lachesis the East Midlands
untversity sced fund, with additon
al support from the Unnversity “We
will belocking for further fundingin

not discuss how nuxch

RapidiTTy Preview, an evaluation
kit inchading hardware, is available
for £4354vat

Southamplon-based fued col materials fiem Bac2 is Lakiag its BectroPhen materiad for furd coll bipolar phates to the Fuel Codl Semisar in
Sae Antonio, Texas this weak. CEO, Nike Staanard is pictared with ose of the firey's béposar plates.

Icera: Big, hairy and audacious

Teera Semiconductor is a “hig, hairy,
Judacious plan”, according to one of
its venture capital backers, Martin
Gibson of Atlas Ventures, which has
nelpad make era Europe's b
fundad fabless s=mbconductor start-
up cormpany dmassing Sigqzsm in
VC tunding.

Gibson told the [nternatlonal
System arel SoC Conference in
Prague: “For many companies the
VC-backed start-up model & beoken,
Idar't want o focus an largs, Mixed

electronicoweekly.com

furction chips for medium-sized
niches” sald Glbson

“What works is big audaclous
plays,” said Stan Boland, CED of
Joara. *[t a company's markest 1s big
enough, and its technology difleren-
Liated erough lodrive you Lo markel
leadership, then you make & spec-
tacular veturn for investoes”

Joera B still chasing ¥s lirst handsed
design-in. “ltawaystakesongerthan
Sou expect In cellularn,” saxd Boland

Howesar, with barddset desipners

noew prepeared to buy chips from the
fabless communlty, with handsst
designess finding their chip suppli-
ers tumbling over delivery dates,
with an extensive programme of
certification completed, with 65nm
chips imnminent, andwith the small-
23t baseband processor dle in the
market, loara is well-placed to crack
Lhe bandset market

Betore that, It hopes to have
crackad the laptop compurer market
with & cellular datacomms chip.

e-passport
chips ‘not
up to job'

Bill Jacobs

Westminster's main financial
watchdoy has questioned whether
the chips to be embedded in the new
generation of e passports arc up o
The jobs.

The House of Cammons Public |
Accounts Committee is concernad |
that the manufacturers will only :
guarantee them for fwo yeers when |
the travel documents will Jast ten. |

The all-party committee also |
questioned the cast of the new sys- |
tem and why people will have to |
have both an e-passport and an ie- |
dentity card in the future |

Caommittee chairman Fdward |
Leigh MP said: “The best manutac- |
lurers warranty which the Ideatity |
and Passport Service could get for |
the electzonic chip embedded in |
the passport was [or only two years :
= even though passports are valid I
tor tenyears. The public willwant to |
be told just how durable the chip i |
and, il it stops working, whowill pay |
tor a replacement. The prospect of |
a-passport failures contributing to |
yel further delays al bardercontnds |
15 10t an enticing one” I

“Most of ug are going to bave |
have both an ePassport and an iden- |
tity card. The Home Office neads to |
syplaln why an e-passpoet could not |
serve both purposes,” he added. :
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